[Significance of nm23 expression in malignant carcinoma of salivary gland].
In recent years, a tumor suppressor gene nm23 has been found to be associated with decreased tumor metastatic potential. Allelic deletion, mutation and low expression of this gene has been correlated with tumor metastatic potential in a number of tumors. We examined the expression of nm23 in 40 cases of salivary gland malignant carcinomas by immunohistochemical method. The results showed that nm23 lower expression tumors were associated with a higher rate of metastasis (81.8%) than nm23 higher expression (3.4%, P < 0.005). There is no correlation between nm23 lower expression and tumor size, location and pathologic type (P > 0.05). This result indicates that nm23 gene plays an important role in the metastasis of salivary gland malignant carcinoma.